
TRING RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 10th January 2018 at Long Marston Village Hall at 8.0pm 
 

Present: Cllrs Ayling, Chalmers, Fox, Lovis, Morgan (in the Chair), Thirkettle, Ward (vice-Chair) and 
Winship, the Clerk and 11 members of the public. 
 

Minutes 
18/1 To receive and accept Apologies for Absence  
Borough Cllrs Conway and Hicks had sent their apologies. 
 
18/2 To receive Declarations of Interest particular to this meeting 
None 
 
18/3 To approve Minutes of the Meeting on December 6th  2017 and sign as a true record 

(minutes available to view on website – www.tringrural-pc.co.uk) 
Cllr Ayling proposed the Minutes of 6th December were accepted as a true record; this was seconded by Cllr 
Fox. The Minutes were duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
18/4 To review actions from previous meeting, where not covered elsewhere in agenda  
Cllrs reviewed actions form previous meetings and the actions log was updated. 
 
18/5 To agree Budget 2018/19 and sign DBC forms  
Cllr Morgan said that at the December meeting the Council had gone through the budget line by line and 
agreed it in draft form. The Clerk had since received the final numbers from DBC for the Warden and 
Council Tax Support grants. These had been added to the TRPC budget which had been circulated to Cllrs 
along with the forms required by DBC. Based on the agreed budget the proposed precept for 2018/19 
would be £26,090 which is an increase of £9,760 on the 2017/18 precept. A band D property within the 
Parish would pay £40.87 towards the precept, an increase of £14.46 on 2017/18. Cllr Morgan said the Clerk 
had circulated a summary of the main areas driving the increase to Cllrs and these include £2,000 to build 
up General Reserves to a level of 50% of the Precept as recommended by HAPTC, £3,250 to address actions 
identified in the Risk Assessment that had been building up over a few years and £1,100 for holiday pay for 
Council employees which is a statutory requirement. Other areas where increases had been applied either 
due to inflation or new activities/requirements include playground maintenance, grass cutting & cemetery 
maintenance, insurance, training, the PC website and accruals for the 2019 elections. Cllr Morgan asked 
Cllrs whether they had any queries about the budget. Cllr Lovis asked whether the precept increase was 
particularly high because it had been reduced the previous year. The Clerk said that this was partly the case 
although it had only been reduce by £2,000 and there were other factors, as mentioned above that were 
also influencing the increase. 
Cllr Thirkettle proposed a resolution to accept the budget and precept of £26,090 and sign the DBC forms; 
this was seconded by Cllr Ward. Cllrs Morgan, Ward and Chalmers signed the DBC Parish Forms which the 
Clerk would submit to DBC.  
Cllr Morgan said he thought an article needed to be submitted to Village News to explain the increase to 
parishioners. Cllr Ayling agreed to do this. (Action) 
 
18/6 To discuss and agree location for skate ‘pump track’  and agree public consultation process  
Cllr Thirkettle said three proposed locations for the pump track had been put forward by the contractors 
and these had been circulated to Cllrs along with pictures and videos of the proposed pump track. (Cllr 
Ward had posted this information onto the PC website). He said he hoped the next step would be for the 



Council to decide on one proposed site which would then lead to public consultation on that site. The 
Council would then discuss the consultation feedback and make a decision. Cllr Lovis asked whether the 
pump track rested on a rigid surface and whether there would be additional costs to the PC associated with 
installation. Cllr Thirkettle said that the track sat on feet on the grass and that there would be no costs to 
the PC. Cllr Fox said he thought criteria were needed for the Council to be able to judge the potential sites. 
He suggested considering 1) visibility 2) accessibility for users 3) noise/nuisance to those who live nearby 
and 4) whether the track might restrict the current usage of the Recreation Ground. Cllr Winship asked 
whether the structure was hollow and that this might present a litter problem which was already an issue 
at the Recreation Grounds. Cllr Thirkettle said that the ends were open so the structure can be seen and 
the rest of the track is closed. The Council discussed the target age group. Cllr Lovis said he thought from 
looking at the videos that the target group would be 9-11 year olds. Cllr Thirkettle said that the track could 
be used by children as soon as they could use a scooter or bike up until about 14. He said that DBC had 
identified a need for equipment in our Parish which the pump track would fulfil. He also said that petitions 
show that the kids really want this. Cllr Morgan said he thought the track looked good from the videos and 
that it would have a broader appeal than just for pre-teens. He said that while the manufacturers had come 
back and said the track wasn’t noisy, it was hard to tell from the videos due to the promotion music being 
played over them. Cllr Chalmers asked where the nearest one was and suggested Cllrs go and visit Cllr Lovis 
suggested encouraging Parishioners to go and look as well. Cllr Thirkettle said he had asked this question. 
Cllr Morgan asked the Council where they proposed the track to be located and where they thought the 
consultation should take place. Cllr Thirkettle said he thought the consultation should take place at the site 
of the proposed location. Cllr Lovis said so far no one had made an argument in favour of any of the 
locations. He asked about the number of 5-14 year olds in the Parish and how many could walk to LM or 
Wilstone? Cllr Thirkettle said he thought there would be more in LM and Cllr Ayling said that due to the 
school more children tended to use the park at LM. Cllr Lovis said that an argument for LM could be greater 
use. Cllr Ayling said there had been a few comments in the Parish Council Plan questionnaire suggesting a 
perception that LM gets more from the Council than Wilstone. She said she would speak in favour of LM as 
she thought the park would get more use although she couldn’t comment on the safety or security of either 
site. Cllr Lovis said that none of the sites were visible from the main road. Cllr Fox said he thought the site 
at Wilstone was more visible and more easily overseen. Cllr Winship said that LM Rec was enclosed and 
therefore more secure whereas Wilstone Rec opens onto the canal. Cllr Chalmers said he thought that if 
there are more children in LM it made sense to put the track there. He said the quality of the consultation 
would be better. He went on to say he thought the Parish would end up with 2 tracks. Cllr Ayling said that 
only one would come as part of this DBC funding.  
In accordance with the stated agenda item, Cllr Morgan suggested a vote. 4 Cllrs voted in favour of Long 
Marston as the proposed site; 2 Cllrs voted in favour of Wilstone as the proposed site; Cllr Morgan 
abstained as he didn’t agree with the proposed process and Cllr Thirkettle abstained as he wanted to 
remain neutral. 
Two sites had been proposed in Long Marston, one by the humps (site 1) and one at the top of the Rec (site 
2). Cllrs discussed the 2 sites. Cllr Lovis suggested that it made sense to have all the equipment together 
and preferred site 1, Cllr Ayling agreed. 5 Cllrs voted in favour of site 1 with 3 Cllrs abstaining from the vote. 
It was agreed that the public consultation would take place in Long Marston. Cllr Thirkettle would arrange a 
date and time and put a communication in Village News and consider other ways to communicate the 
consultation. (Action) Cllr Morgan asked what form the consultation would take and that he thought the 
views of those attending should be recorded so that the public felt listened to. Cllr Lovis said he thought the 
Council needed to have answers to questions about noise and litter etc. 
 
18/7 To update on LM Changing Room agreement with LMFC  
Cllr Winship said that following the Council’s agreement at the December meeting he had drawn up two 
copies of the agreement between LMFC and TRPC regarding the Changing Rooms and had signed these on 



behalf of TRPC. These had been given to LMFC for their approval and signatures and he was waiting for 
these to be returned. 
 
18/8 To take a resolution to make permanent appointment to role of Clerk  
Cllr Morgan proposed a resolution to permanently appoint Mrs Lucy Bancroft to the role of Clerk to the 
Parish Council; this was seconded by Cllr Ayling and unanimously agreed by the Council. 

18/9 To review fees for Wilstone Cemetery  
The Clerk informed the Council that the fees for Wilstone were due for review, needing to be reviewed 
every three years. The current fees had been circulated to Cllrs. The Clerk said that the fees at Wilstone 
were low in comparison to say Tring Cemetery. Cllr Winship asked whether the fees met the costs. The 
Clerk said it was difficult to be accurately predicting income for the cemetery but it was around £500 a year 
whereas the ongoing maintenance costs were nearer £1,500. Cllr Ward raised the point that more land at 
the cemetery would need to be prepared for plots and this would incur costs. It was agreed that the 
income from the cemetery should meet the ongoing costs associated with its upkeep. It was agreed that 
the Clerk would provide more information on the costs associated with the cemetery and the item would 
be added to the February agenda. (Action) 

18/10 To discuss memorial requests for Wilstone Cemetery  
None 

18/11 To agree attendance at Tring Charities meeting (January 25th)  
The Tring Charities committee requires 2 members of the Parish to sit as trustees on the committee. The 
Clerk had circulated some information and said that the secretary had suggested that the nominated 
trustees met with the Chairman of Tring Charities first and then attended the following meeting in May. Cllr 
Chalmers said he would like to act as a trustee. The Clerk said that it didn’t have to be a Cllr but could be a 
parishioner. It was agreed to put an advert in Village News asking for interested parties. (Action) 

18/12 Planning 
a. The following planning applications were discussed: 
4/03125/17/FUL – 7, Tring Road, Wilstone 
Part demolition of motor house, removal of oil tank & summer house & construction of new 3-
bedroom dwelling 
NO OBJECTION 
 
15/00374/APP (AVDC) – Marsworth Airfield South Site, Long Marston Road 
Proposed change of use of land and existing buildings to B1 use facilitated through the 
refurbishment of identified existing buildings, demolition of other buildings, re-instatement of 
vehicular access to Long Marston Road and retention & restoration of land to agricultural use 
 
Cllr Fox said that he had been informed of this application by AVDC Derek Town. He had been to 
the site with Cllr Ward and had seen a large newish building with lots of white vans parked and a 
lorry unloading. This wasn’t visible from the main road. Cllr Ward said the vans belonged to 
Aylesbury Van & Trucks and the lorry to JT Events who deal with equipment associated with filming 
and are probably responsible for the late night lorry movements. Cllr Ward said the concern with 
the current application which is related to applications going back at least three years, is vehicle 
access onto Luke Lane. Both Bucks and Herts. Highways have objected to the application due to the 
traffic and the road not being suitable. Cllr Fox said that traffic onto Lukes Lane could become a 
nightmare if this application is approved. He went on to say that although Highways had objected 
there seems to be one person who is pushing for the application to be approved. Cllr Chalmers said 
that the Council should be speaking to Herts. CC about HGVs coming down Lukes Lane and over 
Dixons Bridge which is not designed for lorries. Cllr Morgan asked whether the Council should also 



contact the police. Cllr Ward said she had contacted Marsworth Parish Council but hadn’t heard 
back. A member of the public said that Marsworth PC would be strongly objecting to the 
application. It was agreed that the Council needed to find out about what licences the businesses 
were operating under. 
The Council OBJECTED to the application and it was agreed that Cllr Fox and the Clerk would draft a 
letter strongly objecting which would be copied to Bucks and Herts. Highways and relevant County 
and Borough Cllrs along with the Police. (Action) 
 
b. The following DBC planning decisions were noted: 
4/01943/17/LDE – 1 Rectory Farm Cottages, Puttenham 
Use of dwelling house without compliance with condition 1 attached to planning permission 
GRANT 
4/02248/17/FHA – Barn One, Chapel Lane, Long Marston 
Replacement windows to property 
GRANT 
4/02534/17/FUL – Barn 1, Grange Farm, Puttenham 
Construction of an open-fronted shelter, hard standing and landscaping to garden 
GRANT 
4/02790/17/LDP – 9, Astrope Lane, Long Marston 
Extend roof, rear dormer, front roof lights with side windows to first and second floors 
GRANT 

 
18/13 Finance 

a. The following previous payments and receipts were noted: 
Payments 
C Reedman (£52.41), HMRC (£302.54), L Bancroft (£653.21), C Reedman (£651.92), Mayfords 
Residential (£1,300.00), R Salewski (£1,030.00), EP Productions (£625.00), EP Productions (£84.99), 
Wilstone Village Hall (£523.62) 
Direct Payments 
L Bancroft (£422.36), C Reedman (£232.79), EON (£17.05), Astrope Garden Ltd (£127.89) Palmers 
Business Support (£18.00)  
Receipts 
Interest (£1.69) 
Business Reserve 17th December 2017 £46,789.24 
 
b. Cllr Ward proposed a resolution to make the following payments; this was seconded by Cllr 

Ayling 
Payee Amount For 
C Reedman £49.50 Warden expenses December 
HMRC £59.80 Tax and NI on December salaries 
DJ Winfield £790.00 Mowing of football pitch for 2017 season 
DJ Winfield £126.00 Long Marston mowing for November 
Reg Porter £2,502.00 2017 Mowing & hedge cutting at Wilstone 

  
 
18/14 Ownership of Long Marston recreation Ground 
The transfer of ownership of Long Marston Recreation Ground to TRPC had been confirmed by the Land 
Registry and was noted. Cllr Ward proposed a resolution for the Clerk to purchase the Title Document at a 
cost of £7.00; this was seconded by Cllr Ayling 
 
18/15 The following correspondence had been received: 



 Cllr Morgan said he had been copied in on an email regarding the potholes in Astrope Lane where a 
resident had tried to get compensation from Herts. Highways for damage to her car. Cllr Morgan 
said the state of the road was very bad and dangerous and that he intended to take photos and 
submit to Herts. Highways and County Cllr Hollinghurst. Cllr Chalmers said he thought the road 
needed kerbstones put in to stop further erosion and that Cllr Morgan should suggest this as part 
of a longer term solution. (Action) 

 Cllr Morgan said he had been informed that Station Road, Cheddington would be closed due to 
water work and that traffic including lorries from the industrial estate would be diverted through 
Long Marston for a month. It was agreed the Clerk would get in touch with Bucks CC and speak to 
County Cllr Nick Hollinghurst about the issue. (Action) 

 The Clerk had received a request from Mayor of Tring to attend Marsworth Steam Rally on 17th 
June 2018. The Council agreed they were happy with this. 

 Cllr Chalmers had received an email from the residents of 47 Tring Road, Wilstone asking for an 
update on the land adjacent to their property. Cllr Chalmers explained that a reply couldn’t be 
given until a resolution had been reached with Wilstone Village Hall regarding the lease. It was 
agreed that the Clerk should write to the Wilstone Village Hall Committee asking for a reply to the 
previous letter and requesting a meeting to discuss the lease. (Action) 

 Cllr Morgan said he had been informed that in the recent stormy weather a tree had fallen across 
Astrope Lane. It had taken a long time to be cleared and the tree had then been dumped in the 
ditch. It appeared that the tree was now on the landowners land and they should be contacted to 
deal with it. It was also remarked that the trees along Astrope Lane were in need of attention. The 
Clerk and Cllr Morgan agreed to try and contact the relevant landowners. (Action) 

 
18/16 To discuss Any Other Business and items for future agendas (NOTE: this item is for discussion only, 

Councillors can’t take decisions on items raised under AOB) 
 Cllrs Chalmers, Ward and Morgan would carry out a review of the Standing Orders, Financial 

Regulations and Financial and Management Risk Assessment and share proposals with full Council 
for approval at February meeting. 

 Cllr Morgan said that the possibility of purchasing ‘flood bags’ to store for residents in the event of 
a flood had been discussed at the FWP meeting. He said these were more effective than sandbags 
and easier to store. He asked the Council’s view on this before the FWP came back with a formal 
proposal. The Council felt that this was something that should be the responsibility of individual 
householders rather than something the PC should provide. It was agreed that information could 
be provided to parishioners about the bags and how to purchase them. Cllr Thirkettle asked 
whether anything could or needed to be done as the ‘rainy’ season was upon us. Cllr Morgan said 
that the FWP along with Herts. CC were looking at some solid solutions and these would be 
communicated in due course. He said that landowners needed to ensure their ditches were clear. 

 Cllr Ayling expressed her thanks to Mrs Foster who had spent an hour counting lorries. Another 
count will be organised for later in the year. 

 
18/17 The meeting was opened for Public Participation 

 A member of the public asked about the post-box at Gubblecote. The Clerk said she had spoken to 
Royal Mail again and had opened a new query as they had down on the system that the box had 
been replaced. She gave out the Royal Mail number and said that members of the public could call 
and enquire as well. 

 A member of the public said that last year a branch of a black poplar had fallen off and was still in 
the ditch where it had been left. She said that the rest of the tree was in a very dangerous position 
and needed attention and she thought it was on Council land. Cllr Morgan agreed to contact Kate 
Hooper the flood project manager at Herts. CC to see if she can apply pressure to get the ditch 
cleared and report the state of the tree. (Action) 



 A member of the public raised the issue of the confusing diversion signs related to the closure of 
Station Road, Cheddington. He also asked whether enforcement should be considered in relation to 
Marsworth Airfield. The Council noted this. 

 A member of the public asked whether any money would be coming to the Parish Council from the 
development at Gubblecote. It was explained that the development came under the old S106 
agreements and that the Council had previously viewed the S106 and no money was due to the 
Parish. 

 
As there was no further business the meeting closed at 9.45 am 
 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday February 7th 2018 at Long Marston Village Hall at 8pm 
 
Lucy Bancroft        Thursday 4th January 2018   
Clerk, Tring Rural Parish Council 
tringruralclerk@gmail.com 


